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PREFACE 
This second volume of Symmetry was initiated in response to the good reception of the first volume, 
Symmetry: Unifying Human Understanding (Ed. I. Hargittai). Pergamon Press (1986). People did 
not seem to be overwhelmed by the large volume, over-a-thousand pages, but called instead for 
its continuation. This was the main factor in our decision to embark upon the second volume. We 
were also pleased and gratified by the good reviews and the recognition that the journal version 
was named "The Best Single Issue of a Journal" by the Professional and Scholarly Publishing 
Division of the Association of American Publishers for 1986. Notwithstanding its relatively high 
price, the book was out of print within two years of its publication. 
The purpose of the second volume is the same as that of the first. Our project was envisioned 
from the very beginning as a contribution to the bridging role of symmetry by bringing together 
the most diverse fields. An objective was to present he contemporary status of symmetry studies 
as well as various views on the role and importance of the concept. Having the same purpose for 
the second volume does not mean just more of the same, but it means also expansion to further 
fields. Medical sciences and economics are but two of the new areas which were not included in 
the first volume. In some other fields the extension was in depth rather than in breadth. 
The seemingly random ordering of the contributions of the first volume was meant to add 
emphasis to its interdisciplinarity. This approach was not entirely abandoned in the present volume. 
We only tried to let the papers flow generally from mathematics and sciences at the beginning 
towards the arts in later parts. Many of the papers would not lend themselves to any rigorous 
classification even if we had wished for it, which we certainly did not. 
My hopes in sending Symmetry 2 on its way are two-fold. I would like to see symmetry exercising 
its ability to help human cognitive processes; and I would like to see symmetry linking various areas 
of human endeavor. 
When completing Symmetry 1 I was doubtful whether it had accomplished all that had been 
called for at its conception. At the completion of Symmetry 2 it is clear to me that it means merely 
another step in the original project on which we embarked almost five years ago. The fields of 
relevance and the relevance of various fields seem to expand rather than to close. The concept of 
symmetry keeps providing impetus for new thoughts and searches. 
I am delighted by the growing internationality of the symmetry project. The two volumes have 
now involved scientists and artists from 23 countries. Since symmetry studies are instrumental in 
getting to know man's past and culture, the internationality of this endeavor has professional 
importance beyond good-will and friendship. 
I would like to express my appreciation to all contributors to this volume for their dedication 
and hard work and patience, often involving revisions and other extra work which did not generate 
the slightest complaint. I am most grateful to all the referees who served unselfishly and with 
enthusiasm. We have also benefitted from constructive criticism and suggestions from numerous 
friends and colleagues. This volume is once again the result of wonderful cooperation by many. 
I. HARGITTAI 
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